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Sébastien Girard, Archive of Modern Conflict
(Kalev Erickson, Luce Lebart, Timothy Prus),
en colaboracion con el Centro de la Imagen
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The Moon has always been an object of study,
wonder and fascination, inspiring the most diverse
and complex visual narratives. One of these is the
one created by artist Sébastien Girard in collabo-
ration with the Archive of Modern Conflict and the
Centro de la Imagen.

This approach to the dark side of the Moon
—the hemisphere that remains eternally hidden
to the human gaze—is shown in the Fotomuro us-
ing the photographic records acquired during the
Apollo 17 mission and now recovered by Girard.
The composition features a series of images ar-
ranged like the notes of a score in no particular
order, randomly sourced from the Archive Modern
of Conflict, but they are pictures that diverge from
the official records disseminated by NASA.

This exceptional archive shelthers the most
important collection of vernacular photography,
including everything from photographic images
and documents to various manuscripts and other
objects acquired primarily through auctions, flea
markets or defunct institutions. Its main subjects
of interest are conflicts, subversion and over-
looked scientific or vernacular material. It has
headquarters in both London and Toronto and it
has organized numerous exhibitions and distrib-
uted several books as an independent publisher.

We would like to thank the Archive of Modern
Conflict and its cocurators, Kalev Erickson, Luce
Lebart and Timothy Prus to have made this
great collaboration possible and to have given
us the opportunity to present The Dark Side of the
Moon, in the context of the fiftieth anniversary
of the landing of the first crewed mission on the
surface of the Moon.

Desde siempre la Luna ha sido motivo de estu-
dio, asombro y fascinacion, propiciando las mas
diversas y complejas narrativas visuales. Una de
ellas es la creada por el artista Sébastien Girard,
en colaboracion con el Archive Modern of Conflict
y el Centro de la Imagen.

Estaaproximacionalladooscurodelaluna—
aquel que ha permanecido oculto a la mirada del
ser humano— se exhibe en el Fotomuro median-
te los registros fotograficos realizados durante la
mision del Apolo 17 y recuperados ahora por el
propio Girard. Sobre esta composicion se ha dis-
puesto una serie de imagenes a modo de notas
musicales, procedentes del Archive Modern of
Conflict y seleccionadas de forma aleatoria, sin
un orden sistematico, que se alejan de los regis-
tros difundidos por la NASA.

Este excepcional archivo resguarda la colec-
cion mas completa de fotografia vernacula que
comprende desde imagenes y documentos foto-
graficos hasta objetos y parafernalia diversa ad-
quirida en subastas, mercados de pulgas y archivos
familiares, principalmente. Sus temas de interés se
centran en lo subversivo, los conflictos y materia-
les cientificos o de aficionados. Tiene como centro
de operaciones a las ciudades de Londres y Toronto,
desde donde ha generado numerosas exposiciones
y publicaciones bajo su propio sello editorial.

Queremos agradecer al Archive of Modern
Conflicty a sus cocuradores Kalev Erickson, Luce
Lebart y Timothy Prus el habernos permitido
materializar esta extraordinaria colaboracion y
darnos la oportunidad de presentar El lado oscuro
de la Luna en el contexto del 50 aniversario de la
llegada del ser humano a la superficie lunar.

Elena Navarro
Directora del Centro de la Imagen
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